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In the Midst of Relationships: Serving in the Surf
By Lindsey Walkemeyer
Astounding colors pierce the sky as 
the sun lazily makes its way to the other 
side of the world for the night. Standing 
on the back of the boat staring out over 
the water to Gili Air, the island where I 
spent nine days of my month-long trip 
in Indonesia, nothing filled my mind 
but passionate praise to God for giving 
me the opportunity to return to the faces 
and places that I first met two years ear­
lier. Maybe I was not given the opportu­
nity to lead anyone to Christ, and maybe 
I did not help lead a large worship service 
while I was in Bali, but what I did partici­
pate in is possibly so much greater. Why? 
It is the consistency of relationships 
and intentionally pouring into 
people that are placed in your life 
along the journey that permanently 
transforms lives. This is following in 
the footsteps of our Savior.
One hundred twenty people em­
barked on this amazing mission trip to 
Bali with the organization Surfing the 
Nations (STN) for the month of July. 
The group represented eight countries 
including Sweden, South Africa, Bangla­
desh, Chile, Brazil, Australia, Fiji, and 
the United States. Although every one of 
us had a different story and came from 
an array of cultures, our unity was es­
tablished in the hope of the cross and a 
desire, urge, or calling to share that hope 
through love. Surfable nations in the 
10/40 window are the desired places of 
ministry but STN refuses to stop serv­
ing and loving people no matter where 
they find themselves. A lifestyle of ser- 
vanthood, and people who selflessly give 
and love are what STN strives to develop 
and send out worldwide from their base 
in Hawaii.
As so many of us know, and to 
phrase it in the wise words of 
my father: “Lifestyle change
happens in the context of loving relation­
ships.” My first mission trip to Bali with 
STN was incredible, yet filled with frus­
tration and a feeling of uselessness. The 
idea of “only” handing out clothing and 
“only” having a few conversations based 
on the Bible and Christ did not seem to 
justify the chance to serve God in a place 
of breathtaking beauty (and not to men­
tion world-renowned surf). How could 
thousands of dollars be worth paying just 
for one person to go? How could tens of 
thousands of dollars be worth paying for 
a group o f surfers to go?
It was not until my return to Bali this 
past summer that I was able to fully grasp 
the importance, effectiveness, 
and necessity of what STN 
^ does, and the answers
i i / . t o  the above questions. 
fc ViPr Indonesia is a Muslim
country. Bali (an island 
of Indonesia) is primarily 
Hindu. One of the only ways 
to bring a force of light to 
illuminate such a dark na­
tion is through “the
Continued on page 11
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There are many things to ponder in this missions issue. 
Why are we so rich in America? Are short-term missions 
relevant? Are our missions in vain? Who benefits more, the 
kids going on a mission trip, or the people they serve?
As a teenager, I was amazed at how my attitude changed 
in the context of a mission trip. Once we were out in 
the context of missions, my world view became more 
selfless, more intent on sharing the Gospel. The Great 
Commission was personalized, as I was going out into 
the world to do God’s work. Whether it was leaving - 
the state for a couple weeks, or simply evangelizing 
and serving in town, I felt as if I were doing Kingdom 
work. While I was doing mission work, prayer and Bi­
ble study became more important, and more real.
The inconsistency of my life and my missions struck 
me in the midst of one of these trips. I would think of 
reaching others and serving their needs before my own on 
a trip, but never in math class. It is hard to bring the Great
Commission to high school everyday. It was harder 
to show Christ’s love in my own house. I was hit 
with a realization that I was hardly letting Christ 
live through me in relation to my sister, let alone 
my parents and friends. Looking back on this time 
of reflection, I am struck by Casey Clardy’s sug­
gestion of a dynamic Aramaic translation of 
the Beatitudes in Matthew. “Get up, stand up, 
move it, go.” We really cannot start to follow 
Jesus until we connect a missions-focused at­
titude to everyday life.
As you go, disciple all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name o f the Father, o f the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey every­
thing I  commanded you. A nd surely I  am with you 
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Guatemala City dump. Read the full article on the opposite page.
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Seeds Planted: Listening to Guatemala
By Lisa Finlay
On the plane from Guatemala City to 
LAX, I am sitting next to a man hold­
ing his screaming two year old. The little 
boy finally collapses into sleep, and I ask 
the man if he lives in Guatemala or the 
US His English is about as rough as my 
Spanish, so we flip between the two lan­
guages. He lives in the US now, as do his 
six brothers. And does he miss Guate­
mala? “No,” he says emphatically, “Gua­
temala has nothing.” Except his mother, 
who is dying of cancer.
After a month in the country, seeing 
many of its world-famous tourist attrac­
tions (Lake Atitlan, Antigua, Tikal) part 
of me wants to argue with him. O f course 
I know better; nice scenery doesn’t com­
pare to a possible break from poverty or 
even the hope that opportunity brings. 
Money sent to families by immigrants 
living in the US is the single largest 
source of foreign exchange for the Gua­
temalan economy (La Opinion Digital, 
2004, www.laopinion.com).
The first two weeks of the trip I was 
part of a group from Fuller, headed by 
Dr. Alvin Dueck and Dr. Anne Turk. 
We went to talk to people, as Christians 
and as psychology students, about Gua­
temala’s 36-year civil war in which more 
than 200,000 Mayan people were killed 
by the government army. To the unin­
formed visitor, it’s not at all obvious that 
Guatemala had such recent or devastat­
ing conflict (One traveler I met thought 
that talking to Guatemalans about “the 
war” meant I was talking to them about 
Iraq!). Indeed, you have to look past the 
bustle of city streets and behind the col­
orful patterns of Guatemalan fabrics to 
see the country’s actual story, because the 
government has done a lot to repress it. 
(The first report of the genocide, which 
included 6,500 interviews with survi­
vors, was conducted by Bishop Juan Ge- 
rardi Conedera and published on April 
24, 1998. Two days later, Bishop Gerardi 
was brutally murdered in his home). We 
also visited the Guatemala City dump, 
where 10,500 people spend 14 hours 
a day rummaging through garbage for 
things they might be able to resell for 
a few pennies (see http://www.potters- 
house.org/gt for more information).
It was all a bit overwhelming. None of
Guatemalan Boy. Photo by Lisa Hnlay.
us from Fuller really knew what to say or 
do after hearing people tell their stories. 
The US-based United Fruit Company 
(Guatemala’s largest land owner in the 
1950s) and the CIA had a definite role 
in the uprisings directly before the start 
of the civil war in 1960. No one seemed 
to hold any of this against us as Ameri­
cans, but then again many Guatemalans 
don’t realize that the presidential candi­
dates in the upcoming elections were also 
in power during the massacres. A shop­
keeper in Flores told me that the govern­
ment officials running for election will 
just go to the mountains and offer Maya 
people 100 Quetzales (about $13.00) for 
their signatures. Everyone will sign their 
name, he told me, because 100 Quetza­
les is a fortune to them.
The shopkeeper also told me about 
how his grandparents survived: they dug 
holes in the ground and hid there all day 
to avoid gunshots and bombs. At night, 
he said, they would come out and try to 
find food. “I can’t imagine,” I said to him, 
and I can’t. His father, who was a child at 
this time, grew up to be an alcoholic and 
abused him and his six siblings. So the 
violence continues in different strains.
One of the speakers we heard, a priest 
named Marco Garavito, talked about the 
phenomenon of a history of violence be­
ing ingrained in the psyche of a nation. 
He said the Guatemalan people as a whole 
are more reserved because the country 
has seen so much bloodshed through 
the imposition of power. The oppres­
sion started in 1524, when the Spanish 
invaded Guatemala. I don’t know about 
the Guatemalan psyche as a whole, but I 
did sense a kind of resignation in many 
of the survivors we talked to. Widows 
whose husbands were kidnapped and 
murdered tell us in expressionless tones 
how, by the grace of God, they were able 
to make a living from their weaving.
Perhaps their tears have all been shed 
in dozens of previous accounts, perhaps 
God has handed them a divine peace, or 
perhaps they just didn’t trust us enough 
to cry in our midst— it’s impossible to 
know in such a short encounter. Some­
times it was the Fuller group that was 
crying and not the storyteller, but most 
of the time we all just sort of sat there, 
numbed.
If someone made a movie of what hap­
pened it would be easier to cry—hyper­
bolic characters and sappy music would 
cue us in for when to feel what. But 
hearing someone’s real experience, sit­
ting with them while they pause, watch­
ing their eyes look out over you and into 
the past, hearing it all so matter-of-factly, 
these things made the horror seem both 
mundane and surprisingly elusive.
In the end, we didn’t solve anything 
or help anyone, we just listened. We got 
to play with kids, spend the night with 
a family, worship, bond with each other, 
and be tourists. But mosdy, we allowed 
Guatemala to plant her seeds in us, and 
now we walk away with something God 
has planted. 0
Lisa Finlay is a second year Clinical Psy­
chology student and 
co-chair o f the Mis­
sions Concerns Com­
mittee. I f  you see bird 
poop on her shoulder, 
don’t  tell her.
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To Serve and be Served
By Angela Williams
Serve. It’s what were called to do, 
right? We make Thanksgiving baskets. 
We staff food lines in shelters. We go to 
other countries and spend time sharing 
Jesus and/or building things. Often, go­
ing on mission trips brings us to a con­
versation about what we will do for oth­
ers. The crazy thing is: through service 
Jesus always used a moment of giving, of 
healing or a miracle, to teach his disciples 
something. Jesus’ acts of serving always 
changed not only the receiver, but also 
the people who encountered the mo­
ment with Christ. Christians get so ex­
cited about the acts of giving and serv­
ing, that often we miss how acts of giving 
and serving actually transform us. Mis­
sions are to be experienced through mu­
tual relationships where both parties are 
learning, growing, being stretched, un­
derstanding God in new ways. Mission 
trips/activities are at their best when they 
are not, as Shane Claiborne in The Irre­
sistible Revolution says, “distant acts of 
charity that serve to legitimize apathetic 
lifestyles of good intentions” (123).
Missions have something to teach all 
parties involved. And all parties involved 
can see God through the experience. Are 
we teaching this to our students, our con­
gregants, and our mission teams? Are we 
asking people to consider not just what 
they can give, but how these trips and
ADVERTISEMENT
withThe SchooTor Tlreology, announce 
two new degree concentrations:
• MA in Worship and Music Mnfistjy
• MDiv with a concentration in 
Worship and Music Ministry
For more information contact the Brehm Center at 626.304.3789 
or brehmcenter@fuller.edu
activities can renew and change us? We 
can’t get lost in the act of merely build­
ing a house, improving a church, having 
a VBS, or handing out clothes and food. 
It is so much more than that. We are 
mistaken when people become merely a 
function of our giving. We are mistaken 
when we believe that circumstances put 
one in a place to give more. Mission trips 
and activities give us the chance to serve 
and to be served. We have as much to 
learn as we do to give.
I traveled this summer with my youth 
group to go white water rafting. We 
brought along a group of fifteen people 
from Nicaragua. We decided to go in 
mutual relationship. Sure, my church 
did a lot financially to bring them with 
us. However, we went into the trip with 
the intention of learning from each oth­
er. And did we ever! More than just the 
games they taught the youth, more than 
the deep conversations we had with each 
other, we learned that we had a lot to 
glean from them when it came to follow­
ing Jesus. There were amazing examples 
of unabandoned worship around the 
campfire each night. Many told stories 
of being challenged by God to work in 
churches when they felt inadequate or 
were to be paid next to nothing. They 
spoke of true dependence on God, need­
ing God for food, for education and for 
jobs. We spent time in this week truly 
learning the needs of one another. We 
committed to pray for those needs. We 
became friends who encouraged one an­
other. We had to lay down our arrogance 
and come humbly to one another with
ADVERTISEMENT
the goal of learning each other’s values.
Are we ready with each trip or ac­
tivity to be transformed? Maybe we go, 
we understand, hear stories and rejoice 
and weep together, spuring each other to 
continue to serve, be served and to ex­
perience a lifetime of what Jesus meant 
when he called all of us to love our 
neighbors. The question for us changes 
because we are disciples of Christ. It is 
not, “what will I do next?” Instead, the 
much more imperative question is, “who 
am I becoming?”
So, who are we becoming? How are we 
challenging people on our mission teams, 
in our churches, our service groups, our 
youth groups to approach mission trips 
and activities? The Bible challenges us to 
be equally concerned, to rejoice and weep 
together. 1 Corinthians 12:22-26 puts it 
this way: “On the contrary, those parts of the 
body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 
and the parts that we think are less honorable 
we treat with special honor. And the parts that 
are un-presentable are treated with special mod­
esty, while our presentable parts need no special 
treatment. But God has combined the members 
o f the body and has given greater honor to the 
parts that lacked it, so that there should be no 
division in the body, but that its parts should 
have equal concern for each other. I f  one part 
suffers, every part suffers with it; i f  one part is 
honored, every part rejoices with it. ” Missions 
need to have time carved into them just 
for rejoicing and weeping together. It is 
through community in serving that God 
renovates our lives. We gain perspective. 
We understand how to work and talk 
with those that are unlike us. We gain 
opportunities for peace and
__________  sometimes we get to see
the very face of God. @
Interested in one-on-one 
Spiritual Direction?
CALL WIL 626.318.6696 
TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT
Session Hours: Tues./Weds., 5 - 8  p.m. 
Office is very close to Fuller Seminary
Angela Williams is in her 
first year in Fuller’s MDiv 
p  r o - 
g r a m .
She is 
also the 
Yo u th  
D irec­
tor at 
B re n t­
wood Presbyterian Church. 
She likes going to the beach, 
but not being a vegetable.
Page 4 • Fall 2 • the SEMI
Go Do It! An Interview with Kim Michael
By Evan H unt
Kim Michael never felt called to 
the mission field. She was working for 
a non-profit organization in San Jose 
called Advent Group Ministries. After 
hearing a sermon centered on getting 
out of the boat and stepping out in faith, 
something stirred in her heart. Having 
just been offered a significant promotion 
at work, she questioned whether leav­
ing for the missions field was the right 
decision. After praying about it for a 
month, she was still unclear about what 
she should do. She continued to work 
at Advent for another year but eventu­
ally, even though she found herself doing 
well in her new position, she felt like she 
had become “too comfortable” and had 
stopped growing and being stretched. 
So she applied to YWAM and waited to 
hear what country she would be assigned 
to. It was early November when Kim got 
accepted and the trip she wanted to go 
on began in January. She began to doubt 
that there was enough time to raise all 
the money. At the encouragement of her 
pastor, she decided to go for it anyway. 
“I had to leave a lot,” she recalls, “I left a 
full-time job, my apartment, my friends 
and family, my church, I left everything. 
I still had car payments, health insur­
ance, student loans... but God worked 
it all out. He provided each month for 
those bills to get paid.” Her advice? “If 
there is an opportunity you feel passion­
ate about, GO DO IT!”
After three months of training at the 
YWAM base in Honolulu, Hawaii, Kim 
stepped off the plane in Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia, 8,000 miles from home. They 
showered in brown water that smelled 
like sewage— and by the end of the trip 
they were brushing their teeth in it. Her 
team of ten traveled to rural villages de­
livering food and medical supplies and 
building fresh-water wells. One of the 
biggest challenges for her was working in 
the extremely male-dominated culture, 
where she was expected to walk behind 
men, ride behind them on the “motos,” 
and not talk to men unless there was a sur­
rounding crowd. After one week in the 
country, the women on the team tried to 
figure out what to do. They wanted to go 
out and talk to people— but the people 
available to speak with were mosdy men.
But in time they realized that the little 
things they were doing were SO impor­
tant. They spent the next three months 
teaching English, working at orphanages, 
teaching pre-schoolers, and participating 
in student ministries. The generosity of 
the Khmer people blew them away at 
every turn. “In America, if there is one 
piece of cake left, we may reluctandy of­
fer it up to a friend saying ‘Okay, I guess 
you can have it.’ In Cambodia, over and 
over again they would eagerly offer up 
the best of what they had— everything 
that they had to their guests.”
One of her favorite memories is of 
the kids at the orphanage, Sovanapoom 
Care, who were so happy and content 
even though they had NO THIN G. The 
Australian who runs the orphanage is 
trying his best to work himself out of a 
job, teaching the children how to man­
age money, how to go to the market, and 
other life skills.
Kim is currently working with the 
Headington Lab. The Headington Lab 
is part of the Center for the Study of 
Stress, Trauma, and Adjustment and fo­
cuses on International Trauma. She loves 
the work and hopes to eventually work 
full-time with an organization like Inter­
national Justice Mission or Samaritan’s 
Purse. 0
Evan H unt is single. I f  you want to hold his 
hand, look for the tall 
guy on a long-board 
barefoot, saying things 
like “awesome. ” He 
is also the co-chair o f 




While the Prayer Garden is closed 
during construction, you might 
feel frustrated or adrift looking 
for a quiet and safe sanctuary for 
prayer. Here are some suggested 
locations:
Pastoral Care Team Prayer 
Room
Location: Second floor of Kreys- 
sler Hall (above the Catalyst) 
Hours: Monday through Friday. 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Note the 
sign posted at the entrance.
All Saints Church sanctuary 
Location: 132 North Euclid Ave. 
right next to Mick & Schmick’s. 
Hours: The sanctuary is open 
to the public Sunday through 
Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
First United M ethodist chapel 
Location: 500 East Colorado 
Blvd.
Hours: The chapel is open to the 
public Monday through Friday, 
9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Are you able to share and/or 
recommend any other prayer 
sanctuaries? Let us know and 
we’ll post them in a future issue 
of the SEMI.
semi-editor@dept.fuller. edu
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Get lip, Stand Up, Move It •
By Casey Clardy
Stepping off the plane filled with trendy LA jetsetters and into a thick electric blanket filled with sweet tea-drinking Southerners, I felt my 
worlds colliding as I journeyed to my 
homeland, the Gulf Coast, with three 
Fuller friends for a week-long service 
trip rebuilding the homes of Hurricane 
Katrina victims this past June. Having 
done a week’s worth of labor in the 
sweltering South before, I was unsure 
how this was supposed to rejuvenate us 
from our twenty-one week quarter with a 
hiccup in between called “Spring Break” 
for summer intensives; nevertheless, I 
kept my mouth shut and we boarded the 
first flight out to New Orleans after finals 
week all-nighters. We had no idea what 
or whom to expect, except that we would 
be joining six other seminary students 
in serving at Camp Coast Care in Long 
Beach, Mississippi with our sponsors, the 
members of the Beatitudes Society.
Meeting in New Orleans, most of 
us for the first time, we found ourselves 
amidst one eclectic group of seminary 
students, professors, clergy, lawyers, 
and doctors from Chicago, Yale, Fuller,
Santa Barbara, Aberdeen, and Berkeley, 
pursuing everything from ordination 
to psychology to legal reform, with all 
variations of race, denomination, sexu­
al orientation, and political affiliations 
represented. I immediately thought, “at 
least the girls and I will get some good 
quality time this week because we prob­
ably will not hang out very much with 
these people — what could we possibly 
have in common?” I could not have been 
more wrong. Bonding over shared sweat, 
minimal construction experience, and 
the task of installing hardwood floors, 
not only did we find common interests 
and lasting friendships, but also a greater 
understanding of what it means to live as 
the body of Christ.
Following directions uttered in 
Southernese by local construction su­
pervisors such as, “y’all might could 
drive this here hammer down on ‘dem 
wood planks to git it in thar if yon to,” 
Beatitudes society members were not 
only willing to lay down their hearts and 
hands for the people of Mississippi, but 
also any preconceived notions and ste­
reotypes of “simple Southerners.” From
vegetarians having a taste of homemade 
fried chicken to tearing up at the heart­
felt stories of Katrina survivors, I was so 
moved by how our entire group really let 
themselves be affected by the South as 
we gained a greater appreciation for the 
hospitality, faith, and talents of our new 
Southern friends. I even heard some let­
ting a few “y alls’ slip here and there. By 
the same token, slightly more conserva­
tive than some of these “crazy liberals,” I 
also found myself laying down my own 
preconceived notions and stereotypes in 
exchange for a deep respect and convic­
tion over befriending others so much 
more dedicated to scholarship, activism, 
and social justice than myself. “As iron 
sharpens iron, so one person sharpens 
another,” is this not what the body of 
Christ should look like? These fourteen 
individuals could not have been more 
different, yet we could not have been 
more united as together we learned from 
each other how to follow Christ’s call to 
love and serve others.
The Beatitudes Society’s annual ser­
vice trip was enacted to actually “get 
our hands dirty” while serving and liv-
Satellite image of Mississippi showing post-Katrina flooding.
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ing among the marginalized instead of 
attending a conference and simply de­
bating theoretical issues of injustice and 
poverty. Called to serve with hands and 
feet, we also served with ears, as we did 
a great deal of listening throughout the 
week. A righteous anger began to grow 
within us as we heard the stories firsthand 
of those who have been held hostage by 
their insurance companies, by the mis­
appropriation of government funding, 
and by local and federal governments 
refusing to take neither responsibility 
nor action for recovery. Two years later, 
schools are not being rebuilt, funding 
is not being allocated, power and water 
services are not being restored in certain 
areas on the Gulf Coast. Convicted and 
indignant, we vowed to never forget the 
injustices we witnessed and to continue 
giving a voice to the voiceless in retelling 
their stories of survival, hoping that more 
people will be moved to action through 
volunteering, enacting legislation, and 
taking responsibility.
After experiencing the joy, peace, and 
fellowship that resulted from putting our 
faith in action down on the Gulf Coast,
Matthew 5: 3-11
Get up, stand up, move it, go 
you who are poor in spirit, 
for yours is the kingdom of heaven.
Get up, stand up, move it, go 
you who mourn, 
for you will be comforted.
Get up, stand up, move it, go 
you who are meek, 
for you shall inherit the earth.
Get up, stand up, move it, go 
you who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for you shall be filled.
Get up, stand up, move it, go 
you who are merciful, 
for you will receive mercy.
Get up, stand up, move it, go 
you who are pure in heart, 
for you will see God.
Get up, stand up, move it, go 
you who are peacemakers, 
for you will be called children of God.
Get up, stand up, move it, go 
you who are persecuted for righteousness'sake, 
for yours is the kingdom of heaven.
Get up, stand up, move it, go 
when people revile you and persecute you 
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on My account.
the Beatitudes Society decided to turn 
from the biblical Greek to the first-cen­
tury Aramaic for a more active transla­
tion of the word “blessed” [see text box 
above], which offers another facet to this 
familiar passage that serves as the inspira­
tion for the organization.
Boarding the plane back to LA, I re­
alized again that my worlds had collid­
ed. Not simply West Coast meets Gulf 
Coast, but head meets heart and hands. 
I am called to serve others and have cho­
sen to do so through studying psychol­
ogy and theology, but I often find myself 
getting lost in the shuffle of academia, 
busyness, and paying rent. I cannot think 
of a better recipe for rejuvenation than 
the joy that comes from installing the 
hardwood floors of a 75 year-old Missis- 
sippian womans bedroom. Our week in 
Mississippi reminded me of the reasons 
why I came to Fuller, and I know that I
will have to seek out similar opportuni­
ties for the next five years to stay con­
nected to God’s call on my life amidst 
the rigors of graduate school. I know I 
will leave Fuller with greater knowledge, 
increased self-awareness, lifelong friends, 
and enormous debt, but I also pray to 
leave with the same spirit that I found 
among the hands and hearts of my fel­
low Beatitudes Society members, as they 
were humbly committed to loving God 
and others through service. B
Casey Clardy is a second year Clinical 
Psychology Student.
Despite her southern 
belle personality, she is 
known by the cockney 
moniker “Ginger. ”
the SEMI-Fall 2 -Page 7
Advocating for Short-Term Mission Trips
A  Personal Reflection by Holly Snyder
I am a product qf short-term mission 
trips. Something inside of me cringes 
as I admit this, because over the years I 
have refined my biting and often cyni­
cal critique of short-term missions and 
all of the unfortunate fallout that almost 
inevitably accompanies them. I shrink 
from this proclamation because I feel 
certain that I will be associated with a 
stereotype of serial short-term missionar­
ies that shames me, not because I am so 
far removed from it, but because I know 
that at one time I embodied it. And yet, 
I simply cannot see any way around the 
fact that I am who I am today because 
of trips to Mexico, Ireland, Cote d’Ivoire 
and Liberia. If I tried to claim anything 
else I’d be lying, and I’d be dishonoring 
all of the important people that got me 
to those places, and who changed me 
through our relationships. Those experi­
ences abroad are among a small handful 
that have shaped me incontrovertibly.
The Church’s mission is about trans- 
formation-here and now we are part of 
a movement of transformation that calls 
the Church to live out Kingdom values 
and purpose. Sometimes we get it wrong, 
however, the mission advances as we 
stumble, learn and grow. Despite the fact 
that short-term missions are especially 





be folly to abandon such endeavors alto­
gether. I will be honest in saying that I 
really hate what some young people (and 
even adults) do overseas on short-term 
mission trips. I hate the arrogance, the 
selfishness and the carelessness. I hate the 
propagation of disempowerment among 
those we are attempting to equip and 
serve. I hate the duplication of faulty 
structures and theology in the “Global 
South,” when it’s not even really work­
ing for us in the “Global North.” It re­
ally hurts me to think of all the damage 
that has been done because of misguided 
missions. But how, in the name of God, 
are we supposed to Course-correct our 
Church on things like cultural sensitiv­
ity, and avoiding dependency, if we aren’t 
out there experiencing the disappoint­
ment of getting it wrong and the joys 
of getting it right? I just can’t escape the 
suspicion that we are going to have 
to do this the hard way.
Paul and the Apostles certainly didn’t 
have an easy go at it on their many mis­
sionary ventures. Even a cursory read­
ing of the Acts of the Apostles and the 
letters to the early churches reveals team 
conflict, dependency issues, confused 
theology, and totally messed up church 
plants all the way from Jerusalem to 
Rome. And where would the Church 
be today if these Apostles hadn’t all 
been persecuted and martyred for their 
faith? Their mistakes and triumphs are 
now a resource for us as we envision an 
effective twenty-first century mission. 
Further, we have two thousand years 
of fantastic historical material to guide 
us and we have to start directing those 
resources towards honing short-term 
missions.
I say it is folly to abandon short­
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that we won’t get to long-term if we don’t 
have short-term first. Certainly there was 
a time when missionaries had to journey 
to places that were unfathomably differ­
ent from their homes, never expecting 
to return with their health or even their 
lives. We simply no longer live in that 
time. It is an irony that while we live in a 
world that is much more easily traversed, 
we seem to struggle with the same barri­
ers to global travel that existed before the 
advent of jumbo jets.
Therefore, I think we need to foster 
small steps towards long-term missions. 
We need to help our church members 
overcome the rhetoric of fear by tear­
ing down the walls that separate them 
from “others.” We need to emancipate 
our young people from the fear of travel­
ing and grow in them a sense of inde­
pendence and pride in their cross-cul­
tural abilities. We must foster a global 
responsibility that is under attack by 
the bombardment of individualist and 
materialist values. All of this can be ac­
complished through careful, thoughtful, 
and well-engaged short-term mission 
trips. If we were to abandon short-term 
mission trips simply because they some­
times create problems, we might as well 
abandon long-term mission as well. Any 
good reading of Church history reveals 
a hotbed of missionaries who spent de­
cades creating massive issues that have 
taken centuries to recover from. Let’s not 
abandon short-term mission trips, let’s 
start giving them the credit they’re due. 
Let’s start taking them just as seriously 
as long-term tenures abroad. Let’s please 
understand their transforming nature, 
knowing that by creating excellent short­
term missionaries we are establishing 
the kind of foundation that will see the 
advancement of Kingdom values in the 
long-term. 0
Holly Snyder thinks that the world would 
be a better place i f  ev­
ery teenager gave up 
one summer by the 
pool to travel abroad.
Africa is a good place 
to start.
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To Go Or Not To Go: The Downside of Short Term Missions
A Personal Reflection by Sharon Boyle
Short-term mission trips to foreign 
countries are becoming increasingly 
popular in the Christian evangelical 
community. According to best esti­
mates, the number of North American 
short-term missions participants grew 
from 125,000 in 1989 to between 1 —4 
million in 2003.1 It is difficult to know 
the amount of money invested, but it is 
certainly multi-millions if not billions of 
dollars.
Now that I am wrapping up my two 
years at Fuller’s School of Intercultural 
Studies, I have become challenged by 
the question, “are short term mission 
trips doing more harm than good in the 
world?” This question demands a dia­
logue amidst the Fuller community, in 
light of the kidnapping of 23 South Ko­
reans on short-term missions to Afghani­
stan, resulting in the execution of two of 
the participants, and allegedly up to $20 
million paid in ransom to the Taliban.2 
Certainly, this horrific scenario brings up 
issues of security, proper planning, and 
cross-cultural assimilation. Regardless of 
our experience as Christians with mis­
sions, should we not all seek to broaden 
our horizon as we consider the downside 
of short-term missions?
Allow me to preface by saying that, 
though I certainly have a deeper frame­
work to begin answering this question 
than I had before my two years, I still 
have much more to discover. Before I 
entered Fuller, I was sold fully on short 
term missions, without which, I would 
not be where I am today. My heart be­
came literally transformed for the poor, 
for the nations, and for a vocation in 
relief work as a direct result of several 
short-term missions trips to Mexico and 
Philippines involving medical outreach 
and evangelism. As I face a long-term ca­
reer in missions, I invite you to join me 
in considering the following key areas 
as possible downsides in our short-term
1 K urt A llen  Ver Beek, “The Im pact o f  Short-term  mis 
sions: A  Case S tudy o f  H ouse Construction in  Honduras 
after H urricane M itch” M issiology: A n  International 
Review, O ctober 2 0 0 6 Special E dition, p p .477-496.
2  BB C  N ews, “Freed S  Korean Hostages ‘sorry ” September
2, 2007.
. ; \ .
Are short term
mission trips 
doing more harm 
than good?"
missions experiences.
Perhaps the area that gets the least 
amount of preparedness in trip planning, 
yet has the greatest negative potential im­
pact is how we understand and engage in 
the local culture. As Americans steeped 
in modernity with a contemporary world 
view based upon rationalism, science, 
technology and open market economies, 
we are at a disadvantage in non-Western 
contexts. When we attempt to share the 
gospel and convert members of other 
cultures, we must recognize that our ap­
proaches and understandings from our 
native culture are inadequate. Addition­
ally, the way we dress, engage, and act lo­
cally will make more of an impression on 
those in the culture than most things we 
try to communicate verbally. We are not 
entitled to maintain our own cultural 
standards simply because we are Ameri­
cans. Short-term teams will leave an im­
pression. The better aware we become of 
our own basic values, examine the behav­
ior of those who host us, and accept the 
differences of those we serve, the more 
likely we are to lessen the downside as we 
engage with people of other cultures.
As we venture on missions to foreign 
places, engaging in services such as con­
struction, medical care, evangelization, 
etc., we must ask ourselves if the amount 
of money we spend on travel, living, and 
supplies could be better spent locally by 
indigenous peoples and long-term mis­
sionaries. While acknowledging that 
the same amount of money may not be 
available if individuals were not raising 
funds for their own trips, we should still 
challenge one another to consider the 
trade-offs. How might more people in 
need benefit from our money if we chose 
not to do short-term missions? How can 
more jobs be created for those in des­
perate need of sustainable income? Let’s 
simply expand the dialogue so we are not 
at the center of the decision alone, but 
also include the financial and livelihood 
implications upon those whom we seek 
to help.
Perhaps the most difficult downside 
to wrap our minds around is the long­
term impact short-term missions has 
on local populations who potentially 
become dependent upon foreign short­
term missions trips. As we offer our ex­
pertise in practical ways, and bring the 
message of the gospel, it behooves us to 
consider what long-term sustainable sup­
port exists locally to bridge our visits. As 
we depart and report our successes back 
home—numbers of trees we planted, or 
homes we built, how many VBS classes 
we ran, or people we led to Christ, let’s 
seek to extend our partnerships in ways 
that equip our friends for the sustainable 
future. This is not typically something 
you think about after a short-term trip, 
as you transition back to your day-to- 
day existence in America. But know that 
your hosts, whom you inconvenienced 
for a week or two, are left to consider 
“what next?”
In closing, I know the positive impacts 
of short-term missions are fairly easy to 
point out and communicate. But after 
the unfortunate outcome of the Samuel 
Presbyterian Church’s South Korean trip 
to Afghanistan, Fuller students cannot 
ignore the wake-up call to step back and 
consider, within our community and 
with open hearts, are short-term mis­
sions doing more harm than good? 0
Sharon Boyle is a recent Fuller SIS grad 
who is on a journey integrating past busi­
ness and operations 
experience, with her 
cross-cultural and 
missiological training 
from Fuller, and her 
passion to serve people 
in the name o f Christ 
around the world.
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Your Own Personal Hell: The Rich Man and Lazarus
Biblical Reflection by Scott Arany
Lectionary Study for 
17th Sunday after 
Pentecost 
Luke 16:19 - 31
So there’s this guy. He rather enjoys 
the finer things in life. A bit of a foodie, 
dinners at his house are always the rich­
est spreads in town. He lives well, dresses 
sharp, keeps a fine collection of pure-bred 
dogs in his yard. Life goes pretty well for 
him since, really, there isn’t anything this 
guy needs. He’s even managed to install 
that gated wall around his property that’s 
all the rage now in home security and 
peace-of-mind.
Then he dies and goes to Hell.
O f course, for one to end up in hell 
means there was some serious mistaking 
going on. W hat happened?
Lazarus happened.
No, not the dude who came back from 
the dead (that’s the other Lazarus). This 
Lazarus has had far less luck in his life 
than Mr. Back-from-the-Dead, “I don’t 
stink no more” Lazarus. No, this Lazarus 
is living on the very edge of death, sick, 
miserable, starving, and stinking to high 
heaven— which is, incidentally, where he 
ends up after dying.
Before shuffling off this mortal coil, 
however, both the Rich Man (not given 
a name but I’ve heard some of his friends 
called him “Dives”) and Lazarus have 
one of those tangential, pseudo-karmic, 
random intersections of life that always 
make for ironic plot-twists in movies.
Hungry, destitute, and wracked with 
disease Lazarus is laid at the gates of Dives’ 
house. He doesn’t just randomly show up 
there; he’s not just the homeless guy the 
Rich Man would pass on his way to work 
on the street corner. Lazarus is intention­
ally laid in front of the Rich Man’s house. 
He’s only hoping for the merest scrap of 
food having long ago given up on even 
asking for healing. Each day Dives steps 
out of the house and walks indifferently 
past the invalid on his porch. Only his 
dogs pay any attention to Lazarus, do­
ing what they can to clean his wounds. 
Lazarus is so close to food, maybe even 
to care, and he gets nothing. He is in a 
living hell; life put him here.
It’s this apathy and intentional indif­
ference that seals the Rich Man’s fate. 
Day after day, he ignores the needs of a 
man who deliberately lays on his porch 
begging for food. Finally Lazarus dies 
and the Rich Man sighs his relief only to 
be trampled by a runaway camel shortly 
thereafter.
Dives wakes up in Hades, deathly 
thirsty, parched beyond belief, and looks 
up to heaven for some relief, just the mer­
est drip of water. There he sees good ol’ 
Lazarus, all comfy and cosy, rocking out 
to the tune, “Rockin’ my soul in the bo­
som of Abraham, I’m rockin’ my soul!” 
Abraham takes a break from the jam 
session and shuts down Dives’s request: 
“There is a great chasm between us, 
Dives. You have been rewarded for your 
life. After your decadent life you have re­
ceived nothing. Lazarus, having nothing, 
now receives everything. And don’t even 
think about warning your family, they’ve 
been warned already.”
This is Hell. This is that moment 
where you’ve dived deep in a pool and try 
to swim back to the surface, desperately 
needing air; you can see light filtered 
through the water, but you can’t make it, 
you can’t breathe. You are in Hell, and it’s 
your own damn (literally) fault.
There’s no redemption in this story 
for the man who sent himself to Hell. 
There’s no relief in this story for the man 
who found himself trapped in a living 
hell. Have you ever felt like either Dives 
or Lazarus?
Like the Rich Man, how often do we 
step over the opportunities for something 
uncomfortable yet redemptive and later 
feel regret at our choice? Maybe you’ve 
even made such a terrible decision that 
has had lasting and profoundly painful 
repercussions you can still feel today. 
Like that Rich Man, we can find our­
selves trapped in a personal hell of our 
making. All we can manage is hope that 
Heaven hears our parched sob for just 
the merest drop of water and relief.
Like Lazarus, have you ever felt con­
demned by your current circumstances? 
A recurring sickness, mounting debt, 
not knowing where the budget for this 
month’s rent will come from. Maybe 
you’ve been denied health-care. You’ve 
even been proactive, going to those with
power to ask for help yet turn a deaf ear 
to your sufferings. All that’s left to do is 
hope that the next life offers something 
more.
There is Good News despite such a 
bleak story. There is someone who hears 
our cries, who will not ignore us when 
we throw ourselves at his feet, who has 
the power to cross the chasm between 
salvation and our own bondage. Christ 
offers his promises to us. He has come 
to release the captives from our own per­
sonal hells: the ones we’ve made, the ones 
we’ve lived. Our past and present are de­
livered in Him to free us for the future.
In Christ, you are not limited by yes­
terday. You have been delivered from past 
bondage.
In Christ, you are not limited by to­
day. You are not bound by your current 
circumstances.
In Christ, you are limited only by to­
morrow, and tomorrow is limitless. 0
Pursuing an M A in Worship, Theology, and 
the Arts, Scott Arany is 
a life-long Canadian 
Californian with a 
hankering for fresh- 
squeezed orange juice 
and long drives into 
nowhere.
ADVERTISEM ENT
„. ’HBTV sidHHHHIH1^Tothe onesealeaon theinrone -v.
andtcfthe Lamb be blessing and honors
and glory and might forever and exerW
Revelation Sr
>Dou{pfas6n>
Director of Chapel and SOTFacnlty
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context of loving relationships.” 
Building intentional relationships with 
shop owners, boat drivers and boat crews, 
people in the villages, those that work at 
bars and restaurants, vendors, and all of 
the others we encounter changes lives; 
and I witnessed this in my return to Bali. 
All of the people that have experienced 
the love of Christ shared through a mem­
ber of STN do not forget it. Engrained 
on their hearts and minds are the names 
and faces of those who took time to sit 
with them, to smile, talk, and let them 
know that they matter and are loved. O f 
course initially the attraction to us could 
be that we are foreigners and they can get 
something from us. But then what can 
explain their urgently awaiting our arriv­
al every year, and seeking out those that 
they know? The love of Jesus Christ; and 
this love is unlike anything they experi­
ence in a typical day working in tourism 
and constantly witnessing the material­
ism and greed of the average Western so­
cieties. Only once a year does STN step 
foot in Bali, but I believe, and I have seen 
firsthand, that visiting once a year has an 
eternal impact. Building relationships 
once a year makes a difference.
God absolutely reigns sovereign over 
Indonesia. He works in powerful and 
mysterious ways that I will never com­
prehend. For some reason He has cho­
sen a missions organization full of surfers 
and beach-goers to commit time, energy, 
money, and service to the Indonesians 
halfway around the world. So often I 
am consumed with the struggle of effec­
tive global ministry: if short-term work 
is even worth it; if foreigners should be 
involved internationally; if the money 
required to send people out should be 
used otherwise. It is imperative that we 
wresde with, discuss and learn about 
these issues. However, there comes a 
point of submission to the sovereignty of 
God and mysterious ways in which He 
moves; and when we hear Him call it is 
up to us to say: “Speak Lord, your ser­
vant is listening.”
The small stuff matters. God is in 
the small stuff. Swimming with ener­
getic island kids, conversations about the 
beauty and pain of life, hugs, a genuine 
smile, offering a listening ear, a shoulder 
to lean on, a prayer or a helping hand are 
all small things that God can (and often
does) move through in big ways. Watch­
ing that marvelous sunset over Gili Air, 
waving goodbye to children and adult 
friends as I stood on the back of the boat 
that evening was just another simple 
reminder. It made me remember that I 
am the nothing God has chosen to use 
in mysterious ways to illuminate a dark 
world, sharing the love of Christ through 
honest relationships. It happened in Bali, 
and it can happen here as well. I am lis­
tening for His call. 0
Lindsey Walkemeyer hangs out with youth, 
travels to sweet places serving Goa, loves 
people, sometimes leads 
stuff, is kind o f tall, a 
little crazy, and is try­
ing to get her M A in 
Cross-Cultural Stud­
ies somewhere in the 
midst o f that!
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Preaching with Passion conference 
October 9, 10, 11, Payton 101. Small intimate 
groups meet as Dr. Ogilvie draws on fifty years 
o f preaching. Dr. Lloyd John Ogilvie will present 
all five sessions, www.ftdler.edu/cll/ce/ to pre-reg­
ister. 584.5688 for information.
Missions Concerns Comittee invites you to 
their first meeting (free brownie sundaes!) 7pm 
Wed, October 3, Barker Commons.
Ministry Enrichment Seminar: Ori­
entation to Theological Reflection
Friday, October 12, 2007, 1:00pm  — 3:00pm, Pay- 
ton 101. Dr. Scott Cormode will present
Ministry Enrichment Seminar: Faith-Based 
Conflict Transformation.
Thurs., Oct. 18, 2007, 3:00  — 5:00pm , Conference 
Room 220 (2nd Floor, 490 E  Walnut St.) Directly 
across from  the bookstore, near the USPS mailbox. 
Team from Christians Empowering Others for 
Reconciliation with Justice (CERJ) will present.
Ministry Enrichment Seminar: Legal Issues 
in Church Counseling.
Tues., Oct. 23, 2007, 3:00 — 5:00pm , Conference 
Room 220 (2nd Floor, 490 E. Walnut St.) Directly
across from  the bookstore, near the USPS mailbox. 
Mr. Dennis Kasper will present.
Reel Spirituality Conference: Just TV? 
Saturday, October 2 7  9am — 2pm a t the Directors 
Guild o f America on Sunset Blvd. Engage producers 
o f Start Trek: Deep Space Nine and “The Office” 
in dialogue in Hollywood, www.brehmcenter.com 
for registration/cost.
Ministry Enrichment Seminar: CPE (Clini­
cal Pastoral Education) Day.
Wed., Oct. 31, 2007, 11:00 am — 1:00pm,Payton 
101. Panel o f CPE Interns & Supervisors will 
present.
Ministry Enrichment Seminar: Thinking 
Theologically about Money.
Wed., Nov. 7, 2007, 1 :0 0 -3 :0 0 pm , Payton 101. 
Dr. Scott Cormode will present.
SOP Free Therapy. The School o f Psychology 
is offering free individual therapy to a limited 
number of students and their family members on 
a first-come first-serve basis. Therapy is provided 
by supervised students earning a doctoral degree 
in clinical psychology. Ideal for relationship issues, 
life transitions, personal growth, stress, sadness,
anxiety, self-esteem, and identity issues. Duration 
of therapy will be determined by need, limited 
only by the duration of the academic year. For 
more info, contact Fuller Psychological and Fam­
ily Services at 584.5555.
Vocational Chaplain. Don’t know where God 
is calling you? Want someone to talk to about 
your future? Career Services now has a Chaplain 
for Vocational Discernment. Please contact Alli­
son Ash at 626-396-6027 or chaplain.ash@ma- 
com for more information.
Stay off the Grass. The Women’s City Club 
is the large white house on the east side o f Oak­
land, in the center o f the campus. It has a private 
parking lot behind it, accessible from Madison 
Avenue. It is a private club and does not belong 
to Fuller. The club has asked that Fuller students 
not use its lawn and not walk through its park­
ing lot. There is a Fuller sidewalk right along the 
south side o f the SOP building i f  you want to cut 
through from the Psych parking lot to the central 
campus. Thanks for your cooperation.
C ADVERTISEMENTS )
Do You Need Mortgage Financing for a 
Home Purchase or Refinance? Contactt Full­
er alum Laurie Lundin at Vista Financial Advisors. 
825.6173. llundin@earthlink.net.
Thinking of Buying or Selling a Home or 
other real estate? Call Fuller alumnus David 
Tomberlin at Sun Coast Real Estate at 590.1311.
Massage Therapy! Do you have someone to 
THA NK  for supporting you through school? Giv­
ing the gift o f massage is a tangible way to express 
your appreciation. Massage also makes a great gift 
for yourself! Mention this ad for $10 off. Susan 
Young, nationally certified massage therapist and 
part o f the Fuller community. 660.6856
Auto Repair. Engine repair, tune-ups, oil 
change, brakes, batteries, etc. Complete service. 
H rant Auto Service. 1477 E. Washington Blvd, 
Pasadena. Call 798.4064 for an appointment.
Auto Collision Repair. 5 minutes west o f Fuller. 
Owned by family o f Fuller graduate for 25 years. 
Discount for students! Columbia Auto Body. 
1567 Colorado Blvd 323.258.0565. Ask for John 
or Paul.
J&G Auto Service. Complete auto repair. 
Brakes, tune-up, mufflers. Certified Smog Station. 
1063 E. Walnut St. 793.0388. Monday — Friday, 
8 am — 5:30 pm
Los Feliz family seeking part-time help 
driving three teenagers: a responsible driver 
with great driving record & safe car with insur­
ance. (Depending on skills, other tasks available.) 
Hours 10-24. Pay starting at $ 15.00 plus mileage.
K
323.350.6021, buturain@usc.edu.
Rings, Diamonds, and Things! Walter Zim­
mer Co. is a jewelry design, manufacturing, and 
repair business founded in 1917 and located in 
the jewelry district o f downtown Los Angeles.
Owner Mel Zimmer is a ________________
longtime member of Glen­
dale Presbyterian Church.
Because o f our apprecia­
tion of Charles Fuller and 
the Seminary, we consider 
it a privilege to serve Fuller 
students. Phone Mel’s son 
Ken at 213.622.4510 for 




Problems Solved! Fuller 
SOP PhD alumnus with 20 
years experience as a statisti­
cian for thesis and disserta­
tion consultations. Worked 
on hundreds of projects.
Teaches graduate research 
courses. Designing “surviv- 
able” research proposals a 
specialty. Methods chapter 
tune-ups. Survey develop­
ment. Provides multivariate 
data analysis using SAS or 
SPSS. Statistical results ex­
plained in simple English!
Assistance with statistical
table creation and report write-up. Final oral de­
fense preparation. Fuller community discounts. 
Call for free phone consultation. Tom Granoff, 
PhD. 310.640.8017. E-mail tgranoff@lmu.edu. 
Visa/Discover/ MasterCard/ AMEX accepted.
The Services section o f the SEMI is for announcing services and events not of­
fered by Fuller. Individuals are personally responsible for evaluating the quality 
and type o f service before contracting or using it. The SEMI and Student Life 
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Bind E-Files CD Copy
493 East Walnut Street
Next to the Fuller Bookstore 
Parking Lot
Copy Services
W alnut 626.584.5368 
copyservices@fuller.edu 
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
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